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“In our time, when day by day mankind is being
drawn closer together, and the ties between
different peoples are becoming stronger, the
Church examines more closely her relationship
to non-Christian religions.” Nostra Aetate,
Declaration of the II Vatican Council, 1965, § 1

The painting “Followers of God”, found in the
entrance to the offices of the Pontifical Council
for Interreligious Dialogue, shows the “dream”
of Pope Paul VI in establishing the Council in
1963. Painted in 1978 by Dolores Puthod, it has
become representative of the work of the Council
and the mission of interreligious dialogue in the
paths of history.
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The Nostra Aetate Foundation was established in 1990 under the auspices of the Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue as a
means of promoting and supporting dialogue
between Christians and believers of other religions in different countries around the world.
It is based on the teachings of the Catholic
Church as found in the Declaration of the Vatican Council II, Nostra Aetate, on relations with
non-Christians. (28 October 1965)
My wish is that the dialogue between us should
help to build bridges connecting all people, in
such a way that everyone can see in the other not
an enemy, not a rival, but a brother or sister to
be welcomed and embraced!... In this work, the
role of religion is fundamental. It is not possible
to build bridges between people while forgetting
God. But the converse is also true: it is not possible to establish true links with God, while ignoring other people. Hence it is important to intensify dialogue among the various religions...”
Pope Francis, 22 March 2013
Audience with the Diplomatic Corps

The PONTIFICAL COUNCIL FOR INTERRELIGIOUS DIALOGUE offers study
grants to qualifying persons who have a proven experience working in the area of Interreligious Dialogue. Our focus is on helping eligible students to deepen their knowledge
of Christianity through study at one of the Pontifical Universities in Rome. By studying
in Rome at the center of the Catholic Church, it is the hope that these persons can return
to their country of origin with an enriched awareness of Christianity so as to be better
prepared to participate in the on-going dialogue there among believers.

Nostra Aetate
Foundation

The STUDY GRANTS are awarded to persons who have completed their university studies and have received their diploma. The individual must be recommended by either the
Pontifical Representative in their home country, by a member of the Pontifical Council or
another authority of the Catholic Church. The grant covers one semester of study (either
fall or winter) and includes registration fees, tuition for the designated courses plus room
and board. Travelling expenses are not included. As part of the acceptance process, the
applicant should include a plan of study or research in his/her application and should

APPLICATIONS for Nostra Aetate Study Grants, along with the proper recommendation and a
copy of the person’s university degree, should be sent to:
The President
Nostra Aetate Foundation
Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue
00120 VATICAN CITY
Email: dialogo@interrel.va
FAX: +39 06.6988.4494
Tel: +39 06.6988.4321
Applications are reviewed by the
Board of Governors twice a year,

Nostra Aetate Foundation
Former Scholarship Student

In EXCEPTIONAL CASES, Nostra Aetate
Study Grants may be made for study or research
outside of Rome. There is also a limited amount
of financial aid for such efforts as publications,
purchase of books and organized study sessions
with the singular focus of promoting interreligious
dialogue.

Audience with Pope Francis,
20 March 2013

